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2025/229 New data on quarantine pests and pests of the EPPO Alert List 
 
By searching through the literature, the EPPO Secretariat has extracted the following new 
data concerning quarantine pests and pests included (or formerly included) on the EPPO 
Alert List, and indicated in bold the situation of the pest concerned using the terms of ISPM 8. 
 

• New records 

Liriomyza trifolii (Diptera: Agromyzidae - EPPO A2 List) is first reported in Iraq. It was found 
on Vigna radiata in Baghdad province (Al-Ashbal et al., 2025). Present.  
 
Metcalfa pruinosa (Hemiptera: Flatidae) is first reported in Japan. It was recorded in 2022-
2023 in Togichi prefecture (central Honshu) (Mita et al., 2025). Present, not widely 
distributed and not under official control.  
 
Potato mop-top virus (Pomovirus solani, PMTV) was first detected in Australia. It was 
detected in potato (Solanum tuberosum) in Tasmania in July 2025. PMTV is present and 
under official control in Tasmania. It is absent from the Australian mainland (IPPC, 2025). 
The pest status of Potato mop-top virus in Australia is officially declared as: Present: not 
widely distributed and under official control. 
 

Tomato brown rugose fruit virus (Tobamovirus fructirugosum, ToBRFV – EPPO A2 List) is first 
reported in Colombia. It was detected in 19 out of 20 tomato (Solanum lycopersicum) fields 
tested across eight municipalities in the province of Antioquia (Sánchez et al., 2025). 
Present.  
 
Xanthomonas hortorum pv. gardneri (EPPO A2 List) is first reported causing bacterial spot 
on tomato (Solanum lycopersicum) in Argentina. It was detected in December 2020 in a 
tomato field in the horticultural belt of Buenos Aires-La Plata (Felipe et al., 2025). Present, 
not widely distributed and not under official control.   
 

Xanthomonas euvesicatoria pv. euvesicatoria (EPPO A2 List) occurs in Thailand. It was 
detected in symptomatic tomatoes and Capsicum plants during studies conducted in 1987-
2022. (Preangtong et al., 2025). Present.  
 

Tomato chlorosis virus (Crinivirus tomatichlorosis, ToCV - EPPO A2 List) is reported for the 
first time in the Dominican Republic. During a study to detect the presence of ToCV in the 
Dominican Republic conducted between September 2022 and February 2024, ToCV was first 
found in 2023 in tomato (Solanum lycopersicum) plants showing flower abortion, leaf and 
fruit deformation and leaf yellowing in greenhouses and open-fields in three tomato-
producing provinces in the west of the Dominican Republic (San José de Ocoa, La Vega, and 
San Juan). In all three provinces, tomatoes also tested positive for tomato yellow leaf curl 
virus (Begomovirus coheni, TYLCV - EPPO A2 List) and co-infection of both viruses was also 
reported. The identity of the pests was confirmed by molecular testing (Soto-Galán et al., 
2025). Present, restricted distribution.  
 
Thrips parvispinus (Thysanoptera: Thripidae – formerly EPPO Alert List) is first reported in 
Costa Rica. It was found for the first time in Alajuela province during surveys conducted in 
May to October 2024 in protected environments and fields on bell pepper (Capsicum 
annuum), coriander (Coriandrum sativum), cucumber (Cucumis sativus) and ornamental 
Croton sp. The presence of the pest was confirmed by morphological and molecular analysis 
(Rodríguez Arrieta et al., 2025). Present, restricted distribution. 
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Iris yellow spot virus (Orthotospovirus iridimaculaflavi, IYSV – formerly EPPO Alert List) was 
detected for the first time in Türkiye. During surveys in 2020-2021 across Marmara region, 
IYSV was detected on symptomatic onion (Allium cepa), garlic (Allium sativum) and leek 
(Allium porrum) crops showing diamond-shaped colour patches, as well as chlorotic and 
necrotic lesions. The identity of the pest was confirmed by molecular testing (Şafak & Köklü, 
2025). Present, restricted distribution (Marmara region) 
 
The red palm mite Raoiella indica (Acari: Tenuipalpidae – formerly EPPO Alert List) is 
reported for the first time in Costa Rica. R. indica was reported causing damage to Cocos 
nucifera, Pritchardia pacifica, Phoenix roebelenii, Adonidia merrillii and Musa sp. in 
Puntarenas province during surveys conducted from May to June 2025.  
 

 

• Detailed records 

In Mexico, Eutetranychus banksi (Acari: Tetranychidae, EPPO Alert List) was known to occur 
in the states of Nayarit, Veracruz, and Yucatán. It was recently recorded as a damaging pest 
of papaya (Carica papaya) in Tamaulipas, together with 2 other mites, Tetranychus urticae 
and Tetranychus merganser, the latter of which is expanding its host range in Mexico 
(Chaires-Grijalva et al., 2025). 
  
In the USA, laurel wilt caused by Harringtonia lauricola (EPPO Alert List) is first recorded 
from New York State. It was detected on dying sassafras in Suffolk County (Long Island). This 
is the most northern record of the species in the USA (Department of environmental 
conservation of New-York, 2025). An updated map of the current distribution of the disease 
is available at USDA 
https://gfcgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/d43391c8fdb741b597e6ccf1236d2a02.  
 
In Dominican Republic, Ips calligraphus (Coleoptera: Scolytinae, EPPO A1 List) is reported as 
the primary pest of Pinus occidentalis. For the first time, a study identified ophiostomatoid 
fungi associated with I. calligraphus: Ophiostoma ips, Leptographium manifestum, and 
Ophiostoma sp. (Pérez González & Bobadilla-Peñaló, 2024). 
 
In India, Liriomyza trifolii (Diptera: Agromyzidae - EPPO A2 List) occurs in Assam (Bora et 
al., 2025).  
 
In China, tomato leaf curl New Delhi virus (Begomovirus solanumdelhiense, ToLCNDV – EPPO 
A2 List) is known to occur in Anhui, Jiangsu, Shanghai, Zhejiang (EPPO RS 2023/103, RS 
2025/113) on tomato (Solanum lycopersicum) and cucurbits. During field surveys conducted 
from May to December 2024, ToLCNDV was reported for the first time in Shandong province 
on symptomatic melon (Cucumis melo), cucumber (Cucumis sativus) and smooth luffa (Luffa 
aegyptiaca) crops showing leaf curl, yellowing and mottling symptoms. The identity of the 
pest was confirmed by molecular testing (Qiao et al., 2025).  
 
 

• New host plants 

Iris yellow spot virus (Orthotospovirus iridimaculaflavi, IYSV – formerly EPPO Alert List) was 
detected for the first time in sugar beet (Beta vulgaris). IYSV was reported to cause 
yellowing, chlorosis, vein clearing, and curling leaf symptoms in Idaho (USA) (Ramachandran 
et al., 2025) 
 

https://gfcgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/d43391c8fdb741b597e6ccf1236d2a02


EPPO Reporting Service 2025 no. 10 – General 

 

 

 4 

• Taxonomy 

Globodera vulgaris was recently described as a new cyst nematode species found on potato 
in China (EPPO RS 2021/108). Based on morphological and molecular analysis, Gu et al. 
(2025) showed that interspecific variation between Globodera rostochiensis (EPPO A2 List) 
and Globodera vulgaris is minimal. Consequently, G. vulgaris should be considered as a 
junior synonym to G. rostochiensis (Gu et al., 2025). 
 
Sources:  
 
 

Al-Ashbal HN, Al-Joboury KR, Jalil SJ (2025) Insects infestation for plants of Fabaceae 
in different areas in Iraq. InIOP Conference Series: Earth and Environmental Science 
1449(1), 012057. IOP Publishing. DOI 10.1088/1755-1315/1449/1/012057 
 
Bora M, Borah N, Bora BK, Rajkumar P (2025) Population dynamics of major insect pests 
and natural enemies in tomato. Indian Journal of Entomology, 87(3), 1–5. 
https://doi.org/10.55446/IJE.2024.1679  
 
Chaires-Grijalva MP, Torres-Acosta RI, Abato-Zárate M, Niño-García N, Lerma-Sánchez 
AM, Reyes-Hernández J (2025) First record of tetranychids mites (Acari: 
Trombidiformes: Tetranychidae) in papayo orchards in Tamaulipas, Mexico. Revista 
Chilena de Entomología 51(3), 439-446. 
https://www.biotaxa.org/rce/article/view/87610 
 
Department of environmental conservation of New-York (2025-09) DEC and Partners 
Confirm Laurel Wilt Invasive Plant Disease on Long Island. 
https://dec.ny.gov/news/press-releases/2025/9/dec-and-partners-confirm-laurel-
wilt-invasive-plant-disease-on-long-island 
 
Felipe V, Montecchia MS, von Baczko OH, Romero AM (2025) First report of 
Xanthomonas hortorum pv. gardneri causing bacterial spot on tomato (Solanum 
lycopersicum) in Argentina. Journal of Plant Pathology (early view) 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s42161-025-01978-z 
 
Gu J, Ma X, Fang Y, Li H, Peng D, Gan X, Li X, Shao B, Holgado R, Subbotin SA (2025) 
The cyst nematode Globodera vulgaris Xu et al., 2023 (Tylenchida: Heteroderidae) is 
a junior synonym of G. rostochiensis (Wollenweber, 1923) Skarbilovich, 1959. European 
Journal of Plant Pathology 173, 61-72. 
 
IPPC website. Official Pest Reports- Australia (2025-10-14): Pomovirus solani (Potato 
mop-top virus, PMTV) Present: not widely distributed and under official control.  
https://www.ippc.int/fr/countries/australia/pestreports/2025/10/pomovirus-solani-
potato-mop-top-virus-pmtv-present-not-widely-distributed-and-under-official-
control/ 
 
Mita T, Ohara N, Ômori K (2025) First record of the alien planthopper, Metcalfa 
pruinosa (Hemiptera: Flatidae) from Japan. Japanese Journal of Entomology (New 
Series) 28(2), 58-60. 
 
Murillo P, Alpízar-Aguilar G (2025) First report of Raoiella indica Hirst (Acari: 
Tenuipalpidae) in Costa Rica. International Journal of Acarology 7, 1-3. 
 
Pérez González E, Bobadilla-Peñaló EM (2024) First report of ophiostomatoid fungi 
associated with Ips calligraphus (Germar, 1823)(Coleoptera: Curculionidae) infesting 
Pinus occidentalis Sw. on the northwestern slope of the Cordillera Central, Dominican 
Republic. Ciencia, Ambiente y Clima 7(2), 31-48. 
https://doi.org/10.22206/cac.2024.v7i2.3336 
 
Preangtong Y, Patarapuwadol S, Phiriyangkul P, Kanhayart T, Kositcharoenkul N, 
Kositratana W, Watcharachaiyakup J (2025) Characterisation and genomic diversity of 

https://doi.org/10.55446/IJE.2024.1679
https://www.biotaxa.org/rce/article/view/87610
https://dec.ny.gov/news/press-releases/2025/9/dec-and-partners-confirm-laurel-wilt-invasive-plant-disease-on-long-island
https://dec.ny.gov/news/press-releases/2025/9/dec-and-partners-confirm-laurel-wilt-invasive-plant-disease-on-long-island
https://doi.org/10.1007/s42161-025-01978-z
https://www.ippc.int/fr/countries/australia/pestreports/2025/10/pomovirus-solani-potato-mop-top-virus-pmtv-present-not-widely-distributed-and-under-official-control/
https://www.ippc.int/fr/countries/australia/pestreports/2025/10/pomovirus-solani-potato-mop-top-virus-pmtv-present-not-widely-distributed-and-under-official-control/
https://www.ippc.int/fr/countries/australia/pestreports/2025/10/pomovirus-solani-potato-mop-top-virus-pmtv-present-not-widely-distributed-and-under-official-control/
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Xanthomonas species causing bacterial spot disease of tomato and pepper in Thailand. 
Plant Pathology 74(5),1315-1134. 
 
Qiao N, Yang X, Bai Z, Cao J, Sun Z, Liu F, Zang L, Sun X, Chen Y (2025) Occurrence of 
Tomato Leaf Curl New Delhi Virus in three cucurbits crops in northern China and its 
fast and accurate detection through heat-labile uracil-DNA glycosylase based LAMP 
elucidated with lateral flow dipstick. Plant Disease (early view) 
 
Ramachandran V, Chinnadurai C, Cho H, Neher O, Weiland J, Bolton M (2025) First 
report of Orthotospovirus iridimaculaflavi (Iris yellow spot virus) and Becurtovirus 
spinaciae (Spinach curly top Arizona virus) in sugarbeet in Idaho, United States. Plant 
Disease 109(7), 1595 https://doi.org/10.1094/PDIS-01-25-0105-PDN 
 
Rodríguez Arrieta J, Barrientos Castro A, Masís Arce J, Varela Benavides IL (2025) First 
report of the pepper thrips Thrips parvispinus (Karny) in Costa Rica. Tropical and 
Subtropical Agroecosystems 28(3), 123. http://doi.org/10.56369/tsaes.6334 
 
Sánchez J, Gutiérrez PA, Panno S, Caruso AG, Davino S, Marín M (2025) Molecular 
characterization and phylogenetic analysis of tomato brown rugose fruit virus (ToBRFV) 
isolates in tomato in Antioquia (Colombia). Journal of Plant Pathology  
https://doi.org/10.1007/s42161-025-01961-8 
 
Şafak F, Köklü G (2025) Molecular detection and phylogenetic analysis of Iris yellow 
spot virus from Allium species in Marmara Region, Türkiye. Journal of Plant Diseases 
and Protection 132(5), 152. 
 
Soto-Galán D, Moreta A, Molina J, Borbón J, del Orb J, Matos-Casado L (2025) Spread 
and symptomatology of tomato chlorosis virus in mixed infections with tomato yellow 
leaf curl virus in the Dominican Republic. Tropical Agriculture 102 (1) 47-58. 
 

Additional key words: new record, detailed record, 
eradication, absence, new host plants, taxonomy 

Computer codes: EUTEBA, GLOBVU, HETDRO, ISYV00, LIRITR, 
LIRITR, OLIGPA, PMTV00, RAFFLA, RAOIIN, T0CV00, TETRMR, 
THRIPV, TOLCND, TYLCV0, XANTGA, AR, AU, CN, CR, CR, DO, IN, 
IQ, MX, TR, US 

 
  

https://doi.org/10.1094/PDIS-01-25-0105-PDN
http://doi.org/10.56369/tsaes.6334
https://doi.org/10.1007/s42161-025-01961-8
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2025/230 New additions to the EPPO A1 and A2 Lists 
 
In September 2025, the EPPO Council approved the following changes made to the EPPO A1 
and A2 Lists of pests recommended for regulation as quarantine pests. 
 
Additions to the A1 List (pests absent from the EPPO region): 

• Xylotrechus pyrrhoderus (Coleoptera: Cerambycidae, grape borer beetle) 

• Resseliella citrifrugis (Diptera: Cecidomyiidae, citrus fruit midge) 
 
Additions to the A2 List (pests locally present in the EPPO region): 

• Ceratocystis ficicola (causing wilt disease on fig trees) 
• Euphorbia davidii (Euphorbiaceae, toothed spurge)  

 
Transfer from the A1 to the A2 List: 

• ‘Candidatus Phytoplasma ulmi’ (causing elm yellows) 
• Ripersiella hibisci (Hemiptera: Pseudococcidae, root mealybug) 

 
For each individual pest, PRA documents and datasheets have been prepared (or are under 
development) and will be available in due course in the EPPO Global Database 
(https://gd.eppo.int) and the EPPO Platform on PRAs (https://pra.eppo.int/). 
 
Source: EPPO Secretariat (2025-10). 

Pictures: ‘Candidatus Phytoplasma ulmi’. https://gd.eppo.int/taxon/PHYPUL/photos 
Ceratocystis ficicola. https://gd.eppo.int/taxon/CERAFC/photos 
Euphorbia davidii  https://gd.eppo.int/taxon/EPHDV/photos 
Resseliella citrifrugis. https://gd.eppo.int/taxon/RESSCI/photos 
Ripersiella hibisci. https://gd.eppo.int/taxon/RHIOHI/photos  

Additional key words: EPPO Lists Computer codes: CERAFC, EPHDV, PHYPUL, RESSCI, RHIOHI, 
XYLEPY 

 
2025/231 Recent updates in the EPPO Global Database 
 
The EPPO Global Database is continuously updated with new information. Some recent 
updates are listed here.  
 
The following new or revised distribution maps are available:  

- Brenneria goodwinii (associated with acute oak decline): 

https://gd.eppo.int/taxon/BRNNGO/distribution 

- Petrakia liobae (associated with a novel leaf disease of beech): 

https://gd.eppo.int/taxon/PTRKLI/distribution  

- Melon yellow spot virus (Orthotospovirus meloflavi): 

https://gd.eppo.int/taxon/MYSVV0/distribution  

 
Official pest statuses for many regulated pests have been updated for Slovakia. 
 
Common names: the Committee on Dutch Names of Plant Diseases have checked the 700 
common names of plants in Dutch contained in EPPO Global Database and over 100 names 
have been updated/added.  
 
Source: EPPO Secretariat (2025-10). 

Additional key words: publication, database Computer codes: BRNNGO, MYSVV0, PTRKLI, SK 

https://gd.eppo.int/
https://pra.eppo.int/
https://gd.eppo.int/taxon/PHYPUL/photos
https://gd.eppo.int/taxon/CERAFC/photos
https://gd.eppo.int/taxon/EPHDV/photos
https://gd.eppo.int/taxon/RESSCI/photos
https://gd.eppo.int/taxon/RHIOHI/photos
https://gd.eppo.int/taxon/BRNNGO/distribution
https://gd.eppo.int/taxon/PTRKLI/distribution
https://gd.eppo.int/taxon/MYSVV0/distribution
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2025/232 Update of the situation of regulated pests in Brazil 
 
The list of quarantine pests present in Brazil is regularly updated with reports in new states. 
Here is a summary of new reports in 2023-2024 for which the EPPO Secretariat had no other 
records.  
 

• ‘Candidatus Liberibacter americanus’ (EPPO A1 List - associated with citrus 
huanglongbing): present in Goiás (July 2024), Santa Catarina (July 2023) 

• ‘Candidatus Liberibacter asiaticus’ (EPPO A1 List - associated with citrus 
huanglongbing):  present in Goiás (July 2024), Santa Catarina (July 2023) 

• Xanthomonas citri pv. citri (EPPO A1 List): present in Pará (July 2024) 

• Phyllosticta citricarpa (citrus black spot - EPPO A1 List): present in Tocantins 
(February 2023) 

• Pseudocercospora fijiensis:  present in Alagoas (February 2023) 

• Amaranthus palmeri (Amaranthaceae - EPPO A2 List): present in Mato Grosso do Sul 
(February 2023). 

 
 
Source: PORTARIA SDA/MAPA Nº 1.291, DE 22 DE MAIO DE 2025 Atualiza a lista de Pragas 

Quarentenárias Ausentes (PQA) para o Brasil. 

PORTARIA SDA/MAPA Nº 1.156, DE 22 DE JULHO DE 2024 Altera a lista de pragas 
quarentenárias presentes, constante do anexo da Instrução Normativa SDA nº 38, 
de 1º de outubro de 2018. 

PORTARIA SDA/MAPA Nº 750, DE 16 DE Fevereiro DE 2023 Altera a lista de pragas 
quarentenárias presentes, constante do anexo da Instrução Normativa SDA nº 38, 
de 1º de outubro de 2018 

Additional key words: detailed report Computer codes AMAPA, GUIGCI, LIBEAM, LIBEAS, MYCOFI, 
XANTCI, BR 
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2025/233 First report of Amrasca biguttula in North America (USA) 
  
The two-spot cotton leafhopper, Amrasca biguttula (Hemiptera: Cicadellidae) is first 
reported from the USA. It was first detected in late fall 2024 in Florida in 16 counties, mainly 
in Southern Florida on cotton (Gossypium spp.), eggplant (Solanum melongena), hollyhock 
(Alcea spp.), Hibiscus spp., common wireweed (Sida acuta), black nightshade (Solanum 
nigrum). 
In July 2025 A. biguttula was detected in commercial and experimental cotton fields in 
Florida with plants showing mild chlorosis and in severe cases necrosis and defoliation. It 
was also reported in cotton fields in the states of Alabama, Georgia and South Carolina in 
July and August 2025. It was not detected in Virginia and North Carolina. The identity of the 
pest was confirmed by morphological analysis.  
 
The situation of Amrasca biguttula in the USA can be described as: Present, not widely 
distributed. 
 
 
Source: Esquivel I, Bryant T, Malone S, Jacobson AL, Graham SH, Gimenez-Cremonez PS, 

Roberts P, Paula-Moreas S, Reisig D, Huseth A, Greene J (2025) First report of two-
spot cotton leafhopper (Amrasca biguttula Ishida)(Hemiptera: Cicadellidae) on 
commercial cotton in the southeastern United States. Insects 16(9), 966. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/insects16090966  

Additional key words: new report Computer codes: EMPOBI, US 

 
 

2025/234 First report of Amrasca biguttula in Central America (Honduras) 
  
The two-spot cotton leafhopper, Amrasca biguttula (Hemiptera: Cicadellidae) is first 
reported from Honduras. This is the first report for Central America.  
Several hundred specimens were collected in 2025 from an okra (Abelmoschus esculentus) 
plantation in Pavana (department of Choluteca) and identified based on morphological tests.  
The species was also observed in okra crops in other localities in Choluteca department and 
the authors consider that it is likely present in other departments in Honduras as well as in 
Nicaragua and in El Salvador. 
 
The situation of Amrasca biguttula in Honduras can be described as: Present, widely 
distributed. 
 
Source: Michel M, Orozco J (2025) First record of an Asian leafhopper, Amrasca biguttula 

(Ishida)(Hemiptera: Cicadellidae), in Central America. Insecta Mundi 1147, 1–
8. https://doi.org/10.64338/im.1147.s5ybr 

Additional key words: new report Computer codes: EMPOBI, HN, NI, SV 

 
 

2025/235 Amrasca biguttula (Hemiptera: Cicadellidae, two-spot cotton leafhopper): 
addition to the EPPO Alert List 

 
Why: Amrasca biguttula is a polyphagous pest originating from Asia that has recently spread 
to Africa and the Americas. Because of its invasive behaviour and its potential to cause 
damage were it to establish, the EPPO Secretariat considered it useful to add this pest to 
the EPPO Alert List. 
 

https://doi.org/10.3390/insects16090966
https://doi.org/10.64338/im.1147.s5ybr
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Where: A. biguttula originates in Asia. It has largely extended its geographical distribution 
over the past five years. It was first recorded as a plant pest in western Africa after 2020 
and its exact distribution in Africa is uncertain. It was first confirmed as established in North 
Africa (Egypt) in 2024. It was first recorded in the Caribbean in 2023 (EPPO RS 2024/036), 
and in Central and North America in 2025 (RS 2025/233 and RS 2025/234).  
Africa: Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Chad, Cote d'Ivoire, Egypt, Ghana, Mali, 
Niger, Senegal, Tanzania, Togo 
Asia: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, China (Anhui, Hainan, Hebei, Henan, Hubei, Hunan, Jiangsu, 
Jiangxi, Shaanxi, Shandong, Zhejiang), India (Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, 
Delhi, Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Meghalaya, Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Tripura, 
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal), Indonesia (Java, Nusa Tenggara), Iran, Iraq, 
Japan (Honshu, Kyushu, Ryukyu Archipelago, Shikoku), Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, 
Taiwan, Thailand, Vietnam 
North America: United States of America (Alabama, Florida, Georgia, South Carolina) 
Central America and Caribbean: Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Honduras, 
Martinique, Puerto Rico, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Virgin Islands (US) 
Oceania: Micronesia 
 
On which plants: Amrasca biguttula is a serious pest of cotton (Gossypium spp.), aubergine 
(Solanum melongena) okra (Abelmoschus esculentus), roselle (Hibiscus sabdariffa), 
sunflower (Helianthus annuus) in its original and invasive range. It is also recorded to feed 
on a variety of other crops such as potato, tomato, peanut, as well as on weeds. 
 
Damage: 
Damage is caused by the nymphs and adults feeding on the lower surface of leaves, sucking 
the contents of the cells. This causes yellowing, reddening, then browning of leaves, 
characteristic of a syndrome called ‘hopperburn’ along with wilting and curling of the leaves 
and stunting of the plant. Yield loss can be very high, with more than 50% loss on cotton. 
A. biguttula is a small light green leafhopper with adults ranging from 2.5–3.0 mm in length. 
Identification is difficult and requires dissection and examination of the male genitalia. The 
species may be confused with other species of leafhoppers, e.g. in the genera Amrasca, 
Empoasca, Jacobiasca.  
Eggs are laid in the leaf lamina or in the fruit rind. There are five nymphal instars. Numerous 
generations may occur in a year when temperatures are suitable.  
Control is difficult and is based on a combination of the use of insecticides and resistant 
varieties. No natural enemies are known.  
 
Dissemination: Leafhoppers are very mobile, as the adults hop away when disturbed. 
However, there is no data on the natural spread on A. biguttula. In international trade, the 
pest may be transported as eggs on plants for planting.  
 
Pathways: host plants for planting, host fruits?  
 
Possible risks: A. biguttula has recently been recorded in many new countries, and could 
therefore be introduced to EPPO countries. Climate in most of the EPPO region is not optimal 
for the development of A. biguttula as it is considered to thrive when temperatures are 
between 18 and 35°C but recent modelling showed that it could establish in areas of the 
EPPO region where cotton is grown and it has recently established in Egypt. Considering its 
extensive host range, it could also cause damage other crops of economic importance.   
 
Sources 
Azrag AA, Niassy S, Bloukounon‐Goubalan AY, Abdel‐Rahman EM, Tonnang HE, Mohamed SA (2025) 

Cotton production areas are at high risk of invasion by Amrasca biguttula (Ishida)(Cicadellidae: 
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Hemiptera): potential distribution under climate change. Pest Management Science 81(6), 2910-
2921. 

CABI datasheet on Amrasca biguttula (Indian cotton jassid). 
https://doi.org/10.1079/cabicompendium.20857 

El-Hady RM, El-Hashash AE (2025) A taxonomic study of Amrasca biguttula (Ishida, 1913) 
(Cicadellidae, Typhlocybinae) in Egypt. Acta Entomology and Zoology 6(1), 25-29. DOI: 
10.33545/27080013.2025.v6.i1a.186 

Esquivel I, Bryant T, Malone S, Jacobson AL, Graham SH, Gimenez-Cremonez PS, Roberts P, Paula-
Moreas S, Reisig D, Huseth A, Greene J (2025) First report of two-spot cotton leafhopper 
(Amrasca biguttula Ishida)(Hemiptera: Cicadellidae) on commercial cotton in the southeastern 
United States. Insects 16(9), 966. https://doi.org/10.3390/insects16090966 

Kamble CS, Sathe TV (2015) Incidence and host plants for Amrasca biguttula (Ishida) from Kolhapur 
region, India. International Journal of Development Research 5(3), 3658-3661. 

Liburd O E, Halbert S E, Samuel N, Dreves AJ (2024) Two-spot cotton leafhopper, Hemiptera: 
Cicadellidae, Typhlocybinae, Empoascini; Amrasca biguttula (Ishida) – A serious pest of cotton, 
okra and eggplant that has become established in the Caribbean Basin. Pest Alert No. FDACS-P-
02229. Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services Division of Plant Industry. 
Available at https://ccmedia.fdacs.gov/content/download/117692/file/two-spot-cotton-leaf-
hopper-pest-alert.pdf 

Michel M, Orozco J (2025) First record of an Asian leafhopper, Amrasca biguttula (Ishida) 
(Hemiptera: Cicadellidae), in Central America. Insecta Mundi 1147, 1–8. 

Saeed R, Razaq M, Hardy IC (2015) The importance of alternative host plants as reservoirs of the 
cotton leaf hopper, Amrasca devastans, and its natural enemies. Journal of Pest Science 88, 
517–531. 

Sawadogo WM, Nabié B, Sanou MR, Kouanda N, Sawadogo AW, Kabore H, Boly/Sereme B, Sonda D 
(2023) Une espèce émergente de jasside fait des ravages sur le cotonnier, gombo, l’aubergine et 
la rosselle (Bissap) au Burkina Faso. 2 p.  
https://www.cnabio.net/app/download/14548020678/202303_Alerte_A_+biguttula_nuisibles+%C
3%A9mergents_Burkina+Faso_VF.pdf?t=1681831740 

Xu YE, Wang Y, Dietrich CH, Fletcher MJ, Qin D (2017) Review of Chinese species of the leafhopper 
genus Amrasca Ghauri (Hemiptera, Cicadellidae, Typhlocybinae), with description of a new 
species, species checklist and notes on the identity of the Indian cotton leafhopper. Zootaxa 
4353(2), 360-370. 

 
EPPO RS 2024/036, RS 2024/097, RS 2025/001, RS 2025/139  
 
Panel review date – Entry date 2025-10 

 
Additional key words: Alert List Computer codes: EMPOBI  

 
 
 

2025/236 First reports of Leptodelphax maculigera in Argentina and Paraguay  
 
Leptodelphax maculigera (Hemiptera: Delphacidae) is an oligophagous pest of Poaceae 
recently reported for the first time outside the African continent, in Brazil (EPPO RS 
2025/059). It is a potential vector for corn stunt complex pathogens (RS 2025/059).  
 
In Argentina, L. maculigera is reported for the first time. Several specimens were found 
during weekly surveys using sweep nets conducted in commercial and experimental fields of 
the National Agricultural Technology Institute in Santa Fe and Entre Ríos provinces between 
August and October 2024. Specimens were also collected from sweep nets and sticky traps 
in Chaco and Formosa provinces. Male and female specimens of L. maculigera were reported 
on wheat (Triticum aestivum), Setaria sphacelata and on two previously unreported host 
species; oat (Avena sativa) and Chloris gayana.  The identity of the pest was confirmed by 
morphological analysis. 
 

https://doi.org/10.1079/cabicompendium.20857
https://doi.org/10.3390/insects16090966
https://ccmedia.fdacs.gov/content/download/117692/file/two-spot-cotton-leaf-hopper-pest-alert.pdf
https://ccmedia.fdacs.gov/content/download/117692/file/two-spot-cotton-leaf-hopper-pest-alert.pdf


EPPO Reporting Service 2025 no. 10 – Pests 

 

 

 11 

In Paraguay, two male and two female specimens of L. maculigera were reported for the 
first time in black light traps set in an area where trees had recently been cleared in 
preparation for planting elephant grass (Cenchrus purpureus), a known host of L. 
maculigera, in an adventure sports centre outside Pedro Juan Caballero city, Amambay 
Department in February 2025. The identity of the pest was confirmed by morphological tests.  
 
A tentative distribution map is now available in EPPO Global Database: 
https://gd.eppo.int/taxon/LPDHMA  
 
 
Source: Leavengood JM, Bartlett CR, Ivanov K (2025) First record of the African species 

Leptodelphax maculigera (Stål, 1859) (Hemiptera: Delphacidae) in Paraguay. 
Proceedings of the Entomological Society of Washington 127(1), 121-127  
 
de Remes Lenicov AM, Mariani R, Almada MS, Saluso A, Szwarc DE (2025) The exotic 
delphacid Leptodelphax maculigera (Hemiptera: Fulgoroidea) in Argentina: 
taxonomy and biological aspects. Revista de la Sociedad Entomológica Argentina 
84(2), e0211  

Additional key words: new record Computer codes: LPDHMA, PY, AR 

 
 
 

2025/237 Update of the situation of Scirtothrips citri in Israel 
 
Scirtothrips citri (Thysanoptera: Thripidae – EPPO A1 List) was first reported in Israel in 
spring 2022, from citrus groves in the Upper Galilee area (Northern Israel) (EPPO RS 
2022/164) as well as the northern Negev area on jojoba trees (Simmondsia chinensis) (RS 
2023/060) 
The NPPO of Israel recently informed the EPPO Secretariat that since the first report, official 
surveys have shown that S. citri has spread in Israel and its distribution is no longer 
considered restricted. 
 
The pest status of Scirtothrips citri in Israel is officially declared as: Present: widely 
distributed. 
 
Source: NPPO of Israel (2025-10). 

Pictures: Scirtothrips citri. https://gd.eppo.int/taxon/SCITCI/photos 

Additional key words: detailed record Computer codes: SCITCI, IL  

 
 

2025/238 First report of Pochazia shantungensis in Belgium 
  
The NPPO of Belgium recently informed the EPPO Secretariat of the first finding of Pochazia 
shantungensis (Hemiptera: Ricaniidae – EPPO Alert List) on its territory.  
 
P. shantungensis has been intercepted in a garden centre in Antwerpen arrondissement, 
Antwerp province in 2024. During a follow-up inspection in the same garden centre in August 
2025, 2 males and 1 female were found on a sticky trap. The identity of the pest was 
confirmed by morphological tests. During visual inspection of the garden centre, egg masses 
of P. shantungensis were detected on plants of Citrus sp., Parrotia persica*, Ligustrum 
japonica, Camellia japonica and Quercus ilex*. Most plants had one to four egg masses, 
except P. persica, which was heavily infested with 15 egg masses.  

https://gd.eppo.int/taxon/LPDHMA


EPPO Reporting Service 2025 no. 10 – Pests 

 

 

 12 

 
The source of the outbreak is unclear. It may be linked to the import of infested plants or 
to the survival of overwintering eggs from the incursion of P. shantungensis in 2024. Official 
phytosanitary measures have been implemented including the placing of traps, pruning and 
burning contaminated branches and a prohibition of movement of plants from the garden 
centre. 
 
The status of Pochazia shantungensis in Belgium is officially declared as: Present, only in 
some parts of the Member State concerned (currently only present in one municipality), 
under eradication.  
 
* The EPPO Secretariat had no previous record of these species as hosts.  
 
Source: NPPO of Belgium (2025-09). 

Pictures: Pochazia shantungensis. https://gd.eppo.int/taxon/POCZSH/photos 

Additional key words: new record Computer codes: POCZSH, BE  

 
 

2025/239 New records of Pochazia shantungensis in France 
  
In France, Pochazia shantungensis (Hemiptera: Ricaniidae – EPPO Alert List) was first 
recorded in 2018 in Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur region, in Occitanie region in 2022, in 
Corsica in 2023 and in Alsace in 2025 (EPPO RS 2021/129, RS 2022/001, RS 2023/011,RS 
2024/168, RS 2025/007, RS 2025/028).  
The NPPO of France has conducted official surveys and recently informed the EPPO 
Secretariat of new records of Pochazia shantungensis on its territory.  
 

• Nouvelle-Aquitaine  
In July 2025 one adult of P. shantungensis was caught in a trap installed in a small nursery 
in Gironde department. No other specimens have been observed since then, including during 
the official inspection after the confirmation, and no signs of the pest have been observed. 
This finding is considered as an interception.  
 

• Rhône-Alpes 
Following a report from a professional operator, the presence of the pest was confirmed in 
a nursery in the Rhône department in July 2025. Larvae were found in a batch of 50 potted 
Prunus lusitanica. No other specimens or signs of the pest were found during the follow-up 
official inspection. Infested plants were treated with an insecticide.  
As the P. lusitanica plants had been produced in the nursery, the origin of the infestation is 
not clear.  
 
In both cases, reinforced and risk-based surveillance is implemented and awareness raising 
activities are carried out. 
 
The status of Pochazia shantungensis in France is officially declared as: Transient, 
actionable, under eradication. 

 
Source: NPPO of France (2025-07, 2025-09). 

Pictures: Pochazia shantungensis. https://gd.eppo.int/taxon/POCZSH/photos 

Additional key words: detailed record, incursion Computer codes: POCZSH, FR  
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2025/240 First reports of Oligonychus perseae in western Africa 
 
Oligonychus perseae (Acari: Tetranychidae – formerly EPPO Alert List) is a mite attacking 
avocado (Persea americana) originating in Mexico. It was recently reported for the first time 
in western Africa, in Ethiopia and Kenya. 
 
In Ethiopia, it was first observed in 2022 in Amhara region causing damage on avocado plants, 
in 2023 in Oromia and Sidama regions and in 2024 in Benishangul-Gumuz, South Ethiopia and 
South West Ethiopia Peoples’ regions (Gutema et al., 2025).  
The situation of Oligonychus perseae in Ethiopia can be described as: Present, widely 
distributed. 
 
In Kenya, in July 2024, O. perseae was confirmed as the causative agent of floral abortion, 
defoliation, leaf rust and fruit drop on avocado plants in Nakuro and Baringo counties. The 
identity of the pest was confirmed by molecular testing (Khabi et al., 2025).  
The situation of Oligonychus perseae in Kenya can be described as: Present, not widely 
distributed and not under official control.  
 
 
Source: Gutema BA, Dinka TD, Kidane H, Shimallis T, Mitiku G, Fikadu A, Wariyo A, Ahmed S, 

Nigussie B, Wondimu M, Edosa TT (2025) The first report on Persea mite (Oligonychus 
perseae Tuttle, Baker and Abbatiello) in avocado productions in Ethiopia. Proceedings 
of Plant Protection Research Results 2025. Proceedings of Plant Protection Research 
Results. Ethiopian Institute of Agricultural Research (EIAR), Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  
 
Khabi S, Mutui TM, Macharia I, Oronje M, Otipa M, Riungu G, Wasilwa L, Odhiambo H 
(2025) First report of the invasive Oligonychus perseae (Acari: Tetranychidae) on 
avocados in Kenya. Journal of Agricultural and Urban Entomology 41(1), 28-33. 

Additional key words: new report Computer codes: OLIGPA, ET, KE  

 
 

2025/241 Incursion of Bactrocera dorsalis in Slovakia  
 
The NPPO of Slovakia recently informed the EPPO Secretariat of the first finding of 
Bactrocera dorsalis (Diptera: Tephritidae – EPPO A1 List) on its territory. In August 2025, it 
was trapped in a fruit fly trap on a wild apple tree (Malus sylvestris) near a fruit and 
vegetable market in Nové Mesto, Bratislava region. The identity of the pest was confirmed 
by morphological tests. Phytosanitary measures were implemented with the aim of 
eradication, including placing 20 further traps in the vicinity (500 m radius) of the outbreak, 
sampling of nearby pear tree hosts (Pyrus sp.) for testing and raising awareness of local 
owners to stimulate pest reporting. No further B. dorsalis were caught.  
 
EFSA (2025) assessed that B. dorsalis is unlikely to establish in the northern part of the EU, 
including Slovakia.  
 
The pest status of Bactrocera dorsalis in Slovakia is officially declared as: Absent, 
occurrence found in trap near fruit and vegetable market, under further surveillance, 
climate in Slovakia is not suitable for establishment. 
 
 
Source: NPPO of Slovakia (2025-09).  
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European Food Safety Authority (EFSA), Tramontini S, Gilioli G, de la Peña E, Rzepecka 
D, Scala M, Sánchez B, Nougadère A, Vos S, Council for Agricultural Research and 
Economics (CREA), Turillazzi F. Bactrocera dorsalis - Pest Report to support the 
ranking of EU candidate priority pests. EFSA supporting publication 2025:EN-9326. 54 
pp. https://doi.org/10.2903/sp.efsa.2025.EN-9326 

Pictures: Bactrocera dorsalis. https://gd.eppo.int/taxon/DACUDO/photos 

Additional key words: new record, incursion Computer codes: DACUDO, SK 

 
 

2025/242 Eradication of Aleurocanthus spiniferus in Austria  
  
Aleurocanthus spiniferus (Hemiptera: Aleyrodidae – EPPO A2 List) was first found in Austria 
in April 2025 on three citrus plants (Citrus meyerii x Citrus sinensis ‘Doppio Sanguigno) in a 
nursery in the municipality of Gamlitz (Steiermark region) (EPPO RS 2025/117). Eradication 
measures were applied. In May 2025, all symptomatic citrus plants from the nursery were 
destroyed. Inspection of symptomless Citrus sp. and Rosa sp., held in quarantine in the 
nursery, and surveys of sticky traps from May to July confirmed that A. spiniferus is no longer 
present.  
 
The pest status of Aleurocanthus spiniferus in Austria is officially declared as: Absent, pest 
eradicated. 
 
Source: NPPO of Austria (2025-09). 

Pictures: Aleurocanthus spiniferus. https://gd.eppo.int/taxon/ALECSN/photos 

Additional key words: eradication, absence Computer codes: ALECSN, AT  

 
 
2025/243 Amasa parviseta, Euwallacea similis and Xyleborus bispinatus are not 
established in Spain 
 
In Spain, some specimens of the bark beetles Amasa parviseta, Euwallacea similis and 
Xyleborus bispinatus (all Coleoptera: Scolytinae, EU A1 Quarantine pest as ‘non-European 
Scolytinae’) have been caught in traps by researchers (EPPO RS 2023/175, RS 2024/053, RS 
2025/211).  
 
Following these reports, the NPPO of Spain informed the EPPO Secretariat that none of these 
species has been recorded during official surveillance activities, including the trapping for 
Euwallacea fornicatus sensu lato. The identity of the pests was not confirmed by the official 
laboratory.  
The pest status of Amasa parviseta and Euwallacea similis in Spain is officially declared as: 
Absent, pest records invalid.  
The pest status of Xyleborus bispinatus in Spain is officially declared as: Present: transient. 
  
The NPPO of Spain has contacted the regional competent authorities to investigate the 
situation further.  
 
Source: NPPO of Spain (2025-10). 

Additional key words: absence, denied record Computer codes: AMASPA, XYLBSI, XYLBBI, ES  
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2025/244 First finding of honeysuckle yellow vein virus in the Netherlands 
  
The NPPO of the Netherlands recently informed the EPPO Secretariat of the first finding of 
honeysuckle yellow vein virus (Begomovirus macrotylomae, HYVV – EU A1 Quarantine Pest 
as Begomovirus) on its territory. In October 2025, HYVV was detected on Japanese 
honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica) plants that had been ordered online from two garden 
centres in the European Union and one L. japonica from a private garden in the Netherlands. 
The presence of the pest was confirmed by molecular testing. The only symptoms reported 
is vein yellowing, which is regarded as a decorative trait of L. japonica ‘Aureoreticulata’ 
varieties also known as ‘Gold Net’ and ‘Yellow Net’ which are traded specifically for their 
yellow-veined leaves. The NPPO of the Netherlands considers that HYVV may have a wider 
distribution in the EU than previously known. As the only symptom is the vein yellowing, 
which causes the desired trait for which these cultivars are grown worldwide, no 
phytosanitary measures have been taken.  
 
The pest status of honeysuckle yellow vein virus in the Netherlands is officially declared as: 
Present on plants for planting of Lonicera japonica.  
 
 
Source: NPPO of the Netherlands (2025-10). 

 
NVWA (2025) Quick scan for honeysuckle yellow vein virus. 6 pp. Available at 
https://english.nvwa.nl/documents/plant/plant-health/pest-risk-
analysis/documents/quick-scan-honeysuckle-yellow-vein-virus  

Additional key words: new record Computer codes: HYVV00, NL 

 
 
2025/245 Phytophthora mediterranea: an emerging pest of woody trees 
 
Phytophthora mediterranea is a newly described species of Phytophthora previously 
associated with collar and root rot of myrtle (Myrtus communis) in Italy (EPPO RS 2021/119). 
Since 2021, new records of P. mediterranea have been made from North America and Europe 
as well as in nurseries in Australia suggesting it is polyphagous on a broad range of woody 
host trees and may be moved in trade: 
 

• In a study conducted between 2015 to 2018, P. mediterranea was identified as the 
causative agent of chlorotic leaves, defoliation, crown rot and dieback of pistachio 
trees (Pistacia vera) in pistachio orchards across five counties in southern California, 
USA. 

• In a study conducted from October 2016 to October 2021, P. mediterranea was 
identified as a causative agent of root rot, cankers and canopy dieback of plane trees 
(Platanus orientalis) in a public park in Athens, Greece.  

• During sampling of crown and trunk cankers of almond (Prunus dulcis) between 2015 
and 2024, P. mediterranea was identified as the causative agent of cankers on 
almond trees from six counties across California, USA. O’Fallon et al. (2025) reported 
that P. mediterranea was routinely found in summer months when Phytophthora 
diseases of almond are uncommon.  

• During a study on soil samples of trees from nursery stock from five nurseries in the 
state of New South Wales and one nursery from the state of Victoria, Australia 
conducted between 2021 and 2023, P. mediterranea was identified in four of the 
nurseries on 10 woody tree species native to Australia including Melaleuca 
styphelioides, Lophostemon confertus and Elaeocarpus reticulatus. 

https://english.nvwa.nl/documents/plant/plant-health/pest-risk-analysis/documents/quick-scan-honeysuckle-yellow-vein-virus
https://english.nvwa.nl/documents/plant/plant-health/pest-risk-analysis/documents/quick-scan-honeysuckle-yellow-vein-virus
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• In February 2025, P. mediterranea was identified as the causative agent of branch 
cankers, collar bark necrosis, root rot and death of cork oak (Quercus suber) in a 
forest in South Sardinia, Italy.  

 
Phylogenetic analysis indicates P. mediterranea is closely related to P. cinnamomi (EU 
RNQP). Several reports suggest P. mediterranea may therefore have been present before 
2021 but previously misidentified as P. cinnamomi (Bregant et al., 2025; Laurence et al., 
2024; O’Fallon et al., 2025).  
 
Source: Antonelli C, Soulioti N, Linaldeddu BT, Tsopelas P, Biscontri M, Tsoukas C, 

Paplomatas E, Kuzminsky E, Vettraino AM (2024) Phytophthora nicotianae and Ph. 
mediterranea: a biosecurity threat to Platanus orientalis and P. x acerifolia in urban 
green areas in Greece. Urban Forestry & Urban Greening 95, 128281 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ufug.2024.128281  
 
Bregant C, Linaldeddu BT (2025) First report of Phytophthora mediterranea causing 
root rot, bleeding cankers and sudden death of cork oak (Quercus suber) in Italy. 
New Disease Reports 52(1), e70060 https://doi.org/10.1002/ndr2.70060  
 
Laurence MH, Mertin AA, Scarlett K, Pang C, Tabassum S, Leishman MR, Burgess TI, 
Guest DI, Summerell BA (2024) Phytophthora in urban tree planting stock: are we 
managing the risk to the urban forest and natural ecosystems? Plant Pathology 
73(8), 2030-2042 https://doi.org/10.1111/ppa.13960  
 
O'Fallon C, Belisle WH, Browne GT, Forster H, Adaskaveg J (2025) Toxicity of 
registered and new fungicides to current species of Phytophthora infecting almond 
in California and their fungicidal properties. Plant Disease (early view). 
 
Trouillas FP, Nouri MT, Bourret TB (2022) Identification and characterization of 
Phytophthora species associated with crown and root rot of pistachio trees in 
California. Plant Disease, 106, 197–206. https://doi.org/10.1094/PDIS-05-21-1064-
RE  

Additional key words: new host plant, new record Computer codes: PHYTMT, IT, US, GR, AU 

 
 

2025/246 Eradication of ‘Candidatus Phytoplasma phoenicium’ and ‘Candidatus 
Phytoplasma aurantifolia’ in Jordan 

 
In Jordan ‘Ca. P. aurantifolia’ (EU A1 quarantine pest) and ‘Ca. P. phoenicium’ (EPPO A1 
List) were first detected in 2021 (EPPO RS 2024/138). The NPPO of Jordan recently provided 
the EPPO Secretariat with an update of the situation of these phytoplasmas.  
 
For ‘Ca. P. phoenicium’ the almond (Prunus dulcis) tree that was found to be infected in Ain 
Jana (Ajloun governorate) was destroyed. Considering that almond is not a major crop in the 
region with only scattered trees, that ‘Ca. P. phoenicium’ was not detected in insect vectors, 
and that ongoing national surveys (2021–2025) did not detect the pest in the surveyed regions 
(Ajloun, Irbid,Mafraq), ‘Ca. P. phoenicium’ is considered no longer present. 
The pest status of ‘Candidatus Phytoplasma phoenicium’ in Jordan is officially declared as: 
Absent, confirmed by survey.  
 
Concerning ‘Ca. P. aurantifolia’, the NPPO of Jordan noted that the phytoplasma was 
detected on several occasions in a few plants: in Aijloun governorate on pear (RS 2024/138) 
but also in pomegranate. Related strains belonging to subgroup 16SrII-C were also detected 
in potato (Solanum tuberosum) in 2019, in one almond tree in Aijloun, in two grapevines in 
Mafraq and on weeds in Umjmal, Kufr soum and Aldisi-South. All outbreaks have been 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ufug.2024.128281
https://doi.org/10.1002/ndr2.70060
https://doi.org/10.1111/ppa.13960
https://doi.org/10.1094/PDIS-05-21-1064-RE
https://doi.org/10.1094/PDIS-05-21-1064-RE
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eradicated. Targeted field surveys were conducted in 2021–2025 in three governorates 
(Ajloun, Irbid, Mafraq), focusing on almond, pear, and grapevine orchards and did not detect 
the pest. 
The pest status of ‘Candidatus Phytoplasma aurantifolia’ in Jordan is officially declared as: 
Absent, confirmed by survey.  
 
Source: NPPO of Jordan (2025-10). 

Pictures: ‘Candidatus Phytoplasma phoenicium’. https://gd.eppo.int/taxon/PHYPPH/photos 
‘Candidatus Phytoplasma aurantifolia’ https://gd.eppo.int/taxon/PHYPAF/photos 

Additional key words: eradication, absence Computer codes: PHYPAF, PHYPPH, JO  

 
 

2025/247 American plum line pattern virus does not occur in Albania 
 
The issue of the presence on American plum line pattern virus (Ilarvirus APLPV – EPPO A1 
List) in Albania was raised after its detection in 2003, in four Prunus salicina plants 
originating from Albania, in a virus-infested stone fruit collection of IAM-Bari (Italy) (EPPO 
RS 2003/118). However, there was no further information available on the situation in 
Albania at the time.   
 
The NPPO of Albania recently informed the EPPO Secretariat that American plum line pattern 
virus is not present on its territory. The pest has not been detected during official surveys 
in the country. The NPPO of Albania consider that there is no historical or recent evidence 
of the presence of the pest in Albania.   
 
The status of American plum line pattern virus in Albania is officially declared as: Absent: 
pest not recorded. 
 
Source: NPPO of Albania (2025-10). 

Pictures: Ilarvirus APLPV. https://gd.eppo.int/taxon/APLPV0/photos  

Additional key words: absence  Computer codes: APLPV0, AL 
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2025/248 Distributions of four alien plants in Morocco including a new country 
record 

 
During field surveys conducted in 2023 and 2024, the distribution of four alien plant species 
were recorded in Morocco, with one species, Cardiospermum microcarpum (Sapindaceae) 
presenting a new record for the country.  
 
Cardiospermum microcarpum is a climbing vine native to tropical and subtropical regions 
of Central and South America, and is widely spread in Africa, Asia, and Australia. It is also 
recorded in Albania and Greece. In North Africa, it is recorded from Algeria, Egypt and 
Tunisia. In Morocco, C. microcarpum was recorded from irrigated avocado, corn, and 
sugarcane fields near Ksar El Kebir, Laouamra, and Dar Gueddari.  
 
Euphorbia heterophylla (Euphorbiaceae; EPPO List of Invasive Alien Plants) is a monoecious 
C4 annual species with a taproot. It is native to the Americas and is recorded as a non-native 
species in the EPPO region, Africa, Asia, and Australia where it is an invasive species of 
pasture land and various crops. In Morocco, E. heterophylla has been found in various 
irrigated crops (citrus, corn, olive, pepper, sesame, sugarcane,) near Beni Mellal, and Ksar 
El Kebir. At each site the population ranged from one to 10 individual plants at various stages 
from seedling to fruiting.  
 
Euphorbia nutans (Euphorbiaceae) is an annual species native to the Americas. It is 
recorded as an invasive species in the EPPO region (e.g. Albania, Austria, Bulgaria, Cyprus, 
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Morocco, Portugal, Romania, Spain, Switzerland, 
Türkiye) where it can grow along roadsides and forest edges and ruderal habitats. In 
Morocco, E. nutans is recorded in various irrigated crops (e.g. sesame, sugarcane) near Beni 
Mellal, Settat, and Ksar El Kebir.  
 
Malvastrum coromandelianum (Malvaceae) is an annual or perennial species native to the 
Americas. In Morocco, it was recorded around the harbour of Agadir where it was found 
within a cultivated olive groove and under palm trees (Phoenix canariensis: Arecaceae).  
 
Source: Abbès T, Khamar H (2025) Notes on four alien naturalized weeds in Morocco: extended 

distribution and new record. Acta Botanica Malacitana 50, 21796 

Additional key words: new record, invasive alien plant  Computer codes: CRIMI, EPHHL, EPHNU, MAVCO, MA 

 
 
2025/249 Alien plant species in Algeria including new country records 
 
An inventory of alien plant species was conducted between 2022 and 2025 in the Naâma 
region of Algeria, an administrative entity located in western Algeria. This region is arid with 
a mountainous region in the south. In total, 51 taxa (49 species, one hybrid and one variety), 
belonging to 20 families and 40 genera were recorded (Table 1), and two species are new 
records for Algeria, namely Atriplex suberecta (Amaranthaceae) and Euphorbia hypericifolia 
(Euphorbiaceae).  
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Table 1. 51 alien taxa reported from the Naâma region of Algeria 
Taxa Family Origin Potential pathway 

Ailanthus altissima* Simaroubaceae Asia Ornamental  

Alcea rosea Malvaceae Central Asia Ornamental  

Amaranthus albus Amaranthaceae North America Grain contaminant 

Amaranthus blitoides Amaranthaceae Americas Grain contaminant 

Amaranthus muricatus Amaranthaceae Americas Grain contaminant 

Amaranthus retroflexus Amaranthaceae Americas Grain contaminant 

Atriplex canescens var. gigantea Amaranthaceae Americas Fodder 

Atriplex suberecta Chenopodioideae Australia Grain contaminant 

Austrocylindropuntia cylindrica Cactaceae South America Ornamental  

Bassia indica Amaranthaceae Asia Fodder 

Bassia scoparia Amaranthaceae Asia Ornamental  

Bidens aurea Asteraceae North & Central America Grain contaminant 

Brassica napus Brassicaceae Europe Agriculture  

Bromus catharticus Poaceae South America Grain contaminant 

Centaurea hyalolepis Asteraceae Central Asia Grain contaminant 

Datura ferox Solanaceae North America Grain contaminant 

Datura innoxia Solanaceae Americas Grain contaminant 

Datura stramonium Solanaceae North & Central America Grain contaminant 

Dysphania atriplicifolia Amaranthaceae North America Grain contaminant 

Eleusine indica Poaceae Africa, Asia, Oceania Grain contaminant 

Erigeron canadensis Asteraceae Americas Grain contaminant 

Euphorbia hypericifolia Euphorbiaceae Central & South America Grain contaminant 

Galinsoga parviflora Asteraceae Americas Grain contaminant 

Gazania × splendens Asteraceae Africa   Ornamental  

Guizotia abyssinica Asteraceae Africa   Grain contaminant 

Gypsophila pilosa Caryophyllaceae Central Asia Grain contaminant 

Kalanchoe daigremontiana Crassulaceae Madagascar Ornamental  

Lepidium didymum Brassicaceae South America Grain contaminant 

Lepidium sativum Brassicaceae Europe Agriculture  

Linum usitatissimum Linaceae Europe Agriculture  

Melia azedarach** Meliaceae Australia Ornamental  

Mirabilis jalapa Nyctaginaceae North & Central America Ornamental  

Morus alba Moraceae Asia Ornamental  

Nicotiana glauca Solanaceae South America Ornamental  

Nigella sativa Ranunculaceae Asia Agriculture  

Oxalis corniculata Oxalidaceae Asia Grain contaminant 

Oxalis pes-caprae* Oxalidaceae Africa Contaminant of bulbils 

Oxybasis glauca Amaranthaceae  Australia Grain contaminant 

Panicum miliaceum Poaceae Asia Grain contaminant 

Paspalum dilatatum Poaceae South America Grain contaminant 

Phalaris canariensis Poaceae North Africa Bird feed 

Ricinus communis Euphorbiaceae Africa Ornamental  

Robinia pseudoacacia* Fabaceae Americas Ornamental  
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Rubia tinctorum Rubiaceae Asia Agriculture  

Sesamum indicum Pedaliaceae Asia Agriculture  

Solanum bonariense Solanaceae South America Grain contaminant 

Solanum elaeagnifolium*** Solanaceae Americas Seed contaminant 

Solanum rostratum Solanaceae North & Central America Grain contaminant 

Symphyotrichum squamatum Asteraceae South America Grain contaminant 

Vachellia farnesiana Fabaceae South America Ornamental  

Xanthium spinosum Asteraceae Americas Ornamental  

Where * = EPPO List of Invasive Alien Plants, ** EPPO Observation List of Invasive Alien Plants and *** is EPPO A2 
List 

 
Source: Gordo B, Khamar H, Laguna E, Verloove F (2025) An update and catalogue of alien 

vascular plant species in the Naâma region of Algeria. Botanica 31 115-128. 

Additional key words: new record, detailed record, 
invasive alien plant 

Computer codes: ATXSB, ACAFA, AILAL, ALGRO, AMAAL, AMABL, 
AMAMU, AMARE, ASTSQ, ATXCA, AUQCY, BIDAU, BROCA, BRSNN, 
CENHY, CHEGL, COPDI, CYMAT, DATFE, DATIN, DATST, ELEIN, 
EPHHY, ERICA, GASPA, GAZHY, GUIAB, GYPPI, KANDA, KCHIN, 
KCHSC, LEPSA, LIUUT, MEIAZ, MIBJA, MORAL, NIGSA, NIOGL, 
OXACO, OXAPC, PANMI, PASDI, PHACA, RBITI, RIICO, ROBPS, 
SEGIN, SOLBO, SOLEL, SOLRS, XANSP, DZ  

 
2025/250 Aquatic alien plants can promote proliferation of mosquitoes  
 
Aquatic alien plants and vector mosquitoes each pose significant ecological and public health 
risks, where in the case of the latter, mosquitoes can result in up to 1 million human deaths 
a year globally. Some species of Anopheles mosquitoes, commonly breed in natural 
freshwater habitats such as pools, marshes, wetlands and ponds, where aquatic plants may 
be present. Aquatic invasive plants can change the habitats they invade and can provide 
breeding grounds for mosquito populations. Species such as Pontederia crassipes 
(Pontederiaceae - EPPO A2 pest) and Pistia stratiotes (Araceae - EPPO A2 pest) can provide 
increasing ovipositing and resting sites for mosquitoes and provide microclimates for egg 
development. This has the potential to increase mosquito fitness and thereby increase 
disease transmission. Currently, the evidence for invasive aquatic plants promoting mosquito 
populations is based on observations rather than quantitative scientific studies. Further 
research is needed to study such associations. 
 
 
Source: Chikodza T, Cuthbert RN, Schrama M, Coetzee J, Wasserman R, Veldhuis MP, Strange 

EF (2025) Double trouble: aquatic invasive plants can promote mosquitoes. Ecological 
Letters 8, e70199 https://doi.org/10.1111/ele.70199 

Additional key words: invasive alien plant Computer codes: EICCR, PIIST   

 
 

2025/251 Global occurrences of alien aquatic plant species  
 
Invasive alien aquatic plant species can have serious negative impacts on the habitats they 
invade and incur significant costs in management and restoration of invaded areas. Impacts 
have been shown on biological diversity, including outcompeting native plant species which 
can have impacts for higher trophic levels, and impacts on ecosystem services, from changing 
in nutrient cycling to degrading water amenities for recreation. A global assessment of alien 
aquatic plant species was conducted using data from the SynHab database, where records 
on the status (naturalised or invasive) was recorded from different regions. Of the 585 
records in aquatic habitats, 458 referred to naturalised, non-invasive occurrences and 127 
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to invasive occurrences. The 10 families with the largest number of species with invasive 
and non-invasive occurrences were Hydrocharitaceae, Plantaginaceae, Cyperaceae, 
Poaceae, Araceae, Alismataceae, Onagraceae, Nymphaeaceae, Pontederiaceae and 
Salviniaceae. Twenty-one species had the highest number of records for invasive and 
naturalised occurrences globally (Table 1).  
 
Table 1. Twenty-one aquatic plant species with highest number of naturalised and 
invasive occurrences 
Species Family EPPO List Origin 

Acorus calamus* Acoraceae 
 

Asia, North America 

Alternanthera philoxeroides Amaranthaceae A2 List South America 

Azolla filiculoides Salviniaceae 
 

North and South America, Antarctica 

Egeria densa Hydrocharitaceae List IAP South America 

Elodea canadensis Hydrocharitaceae 
 

North America 

Elodea nuttallii Hydrocharitaceae List IAP North America 

Hydrilla verticillata Hydrocharitaceae List IAP Europe, Africa, Asia, Australia 

Lemna minuta Araceae 
 

Americas 

Myriophyllum aquaticum Haloragaceae List IAP South America 

Myriophyllum spicatum Haloragaceae 
 

Europe, Africa, Asia, North America 

Nasturtium officinale Brassicaceae 
 

Africa, Asia, Europe 

Nelumbo nucifera* Nelumbonaceae 
 

Europe, Asia, Australia 

Nymphoides peltata Menyanthaceae 
 

Africa, Asia, Europe 

Pistia stratiotes Araceae A2 List Africa, Americas 

Pontederia crassipes Pontederiaceae A2 List South America 

Pontederia vaginalis Pontederiaceae 
 

Asia, Australia 

Potamogeton crispus Potamogetonaceae 
 

Europe, Africa, Asia, Australia 

Sagittaria latifolia* Alismataceae 
 

Americas 

Salvinia molesta Salviniaceae A2 List South America 

Typha angustifolia Typhaceae 
 

Europe, Africa, Asia, North America 

Veronica anagallis-aquatica* Plantaginaceae   Africa, Asia, Europe 

L IAP = List of Invasive Alien Plants; * not reported as invasive in the publication 

 
Source: Kortz A, Hejda M, Čuda J, Pattison Z, Brůna J, Novoa A, Pergl J, Pipek P, Štajerová K, 

Anastasiu P, Ansong M, Arianoutsou M, Barcelona JF, Bhatta S, Bordbar F, Borokini I, 
Celesti-Grapow L, Chacón- Madrigal E, Dawson W, Dorjee, Essl F, Ferrufino-Acosta L, 
Figueiredo E, Flores R, Fried G, Fuentes N, Galán P, Gilli C, Glaser M, Grande Allende 
JR, Gudžinskas Z, Holmes R, Hulme PE, Inderjit, Kang ES, Kreft H, Krix DW, Kühn I, 
Lopez O, MacVean A, Makhkamov T, Marchante E, Marchante H, Maroyi A, Meddour R, 
Meerts P, Mukul SA, Murray BR, Murray ML, Nickrent DL, Norman PE, Omer A, Patzelt 
A, Pelser PB, Pino J, Riera M, Rodríguez Delcid D, Rojas-Sandoval J, Rotchés-Ribalta 
R, Ruiz-Cruz JYS, Senator S, Sennikov AN, Shrestha BB, Smith GF, Sohrabi S, Tokarska-
Guzik B, van Kleunen M, Vilà M, Wagner ,V, Weigelt P, Winter M, Yazlık A, Zykova E, 
Pyšek P (2025) A global synthesis of naturalised and invasive plants in aquatic habitats. 
In: Anastácio P, Ribeiro, F, Chainho P (Eds) Invasions in aquatic systems. NeoBiota 
102, 473–494. https://doi.org/10.3897/neobiota.102.151156 
 
SynHab Database: https://www.synhab.com/  

Additional key words: invasive alien plant Computer codes: ACSCA, ALRPH, AZOFI, EICCR, ELDCA, ELDDE, 
ELDNU, HYLLI, LEMMT, MOOVA, MYPBR, MYPSP, NAAOF, NELNU, 
NYPPE, PIIST, PTMCR, SAGLT, SAVMO, TYHAN, VERAA 
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