Dindymus versicolor (Hemiptera: Pyrrhocoridae)

This short description has been prepared in the framework of the EPPO Study on Pest Risks Associated with the Import of Tomato Fruit. The whole study
can be retrieved from the EPPO website.
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Dindymus versicolor (Hemiptera: Pyrrhocoridae) (harleguin bug)
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Identified in the EPPO tomato study.

EPPO region: absent

Oceania: Australia, New Zealand (Cassis and Gross, 2002).

For Australia: New South Wales (south-east coast), South Australia (south gulf, south-east

coast), Tasmania, Victoria (south-east coast), Western Australia (Queensland Government,

2000)

For New Zealand: the record is uncertain. No other reference was found, and the pest is

regulated on capsicum and tomato from Australia (Biosecurity NZ, 2000 & 2013) (i.e. it

should be absent or under official control).

Medium. 8 similar climates for Australia, but probably only 5 considering the distribution

within Australia.

The only specific reference found to tomato is that it is regulated on tomatoes from

Australia to New Zealand (Biosecurity NZ, 2000 & 2013). D. versicolor attacks a wide

range of crops, such as cotton, pome fruits, stone fruits, fig, grape, kurrajong, strawberry,

vegetables, wisteria, dahlia and violet (Fletcher, 2007), artichoke, fig, strawberry,
sunflower, apple, almond, apricot, peach, pear, gooseberry, black currant, raspberry, potato,
grape (Cassis and Gross, 2002), abutilon, alyogone, dahlia, fig, grape, hibiscus, kurrajong,
pome and stone fruit, strawberry, Thomasia, violet, wisteria (Queensland Government

2000).

D. versicolor feeds on leaves and fruit. Feeding in swarms causes wilting and fruit damage

(Queensland Government, 2000; Fletcher, 2007). It was considered as a pest of soft fruit

orchards and gardens (Stahle, 1979). D. versicolor is reported as a key pest in Victoria, and

a minor pest in Western Australia (about ornamentals, Queensland Government, 2000).

No details were found, but adults fly. One recommendation for control is to avoid spreading

the pest with infested material (Fletcher, 2007)

Plants for planting, fruits, vegetables, cut flowers of host plants from countries where D.

versicolor occurs.

This pest has a wide host range, and may attack tomato among all its vegetable hosts.

Several hosts are major crops in the EPPO region. The climatic similarity according to the

EPPO Study between the area where it occurs and the EPPO region is medium.

Quarantine pest for New Zealand (peppers and tomato from Australia, Biosecurity NZ 2000

& 2013), Korea Rep 2011 (from IPP).
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