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Africa Asia Oceania North America South-Central America and Caribbean 

Anomis leona (Lepidoptera: Noctuidae) 
Why Identified in the EPPO tomato study. Unlike Achaea lienardi, larvae are reported to feed on 

fruit (USDA, 2009, citing CABI). Little information was found on this pest.  
Where EPPO region: absent 

Africa: Ghana (USDA, 2009; Ghana IPM, 1996; CABI CPC); Liberia (USDA, 2009), Cote 
d'Ivoire? (CABI CPC) Benin, Congo Dem. Rep., Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Guinea, Kenya, 
Malawi, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Togo (AfricanMoths, ND) 

Climatic similarity Low-medium. 5 common climates considering the countries listed above, because of the 
presence of Nigeria and Kenya (with arid-type climates in part of their territory) and South 
Africa (arid and Mediterranean –type climates). Other countries on the list have tropical-
type climates. The climatic similarity is likely to be lower (occurring in specific areas of the 
countries mentioned).  

On which plants Tomato (Ghana IPM, 1996; USDA, 2009), Theobroma cacao (CABI CPC). Larval hosts in 
AfricanMoths (ND): Triplochiton scleroxylon, Ceiba pentandra, Nesogordonia 
papaverifera, Theobroma cacao, Cola nitida, Sterculia tragacantha, Cola simiarum, Cola 
pallida, Dombeya cymosa, Abelmoschus esculentus, Hibiscus, Mangifera indica, Zea mays. 
Most references seem to refer to cocoa. 

Damage On cocoa in West Africa, A. leona is the most common insect feeding on leaves, normally 
feeding on young leaves, sometimes on mature leaves, green stems and the outside of 
unripe pods (Cudjoe et al., ND). USDA (2009, citing CABI 2004) note that Anomis species 
tend to damage young and immature tomatoes.  

Dissemination Adults fly. No more detail was found on its biology, on possible spread within Africa. 
Pathway fruit? plants for planting, cut flowers and branches? of host plants from countries where A. 

leona occurs. 
Possible risks Only tomato and maize are major crops in the EPPO region. The climatic similarity 

according to the EPPO Study between the area where it occurs and the EPPO region is low-
medium. No detail was found specifically for A. leona on tomato. USDA (2009) did not 
retain this pest as risk for the pathway tomato fruit from West Africa, because Anomis 
species tend to damage young and immature tomatoes and are relatively large and 
noticeable. However, tomatoes may be picked in an immature stage if transported by ship. 
There is no regulation applying to tomato fruit in part of the EPPO region, and 
consignments may not be regularly inspected. 

Categorization None found 
Sources African Moths. No date. Website. http://www.africanmoths.com (Accessed January 2014) 
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