EUROPEAN AND MEDITERRANEAN PLANT PROTECTION ORGANIZATION

Prioritization process report! for: Arundo donax Linnaeus (ABKDO)

Arundo donax was prioritized as part of a horizon scanning exercise conducted by the EPPO Panel
on Invasive Alien Plants in 2024/25. The output of the prioritization process is that Arundo donax
is added to the EPPO List of Invasive Alien Plants. This report was reviewed and approved by
the Panel on Invasive Alien Plants in 2025.
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Section A - Prioritization process scheme for the elaboration of different lists of invasive
alien plants (pests or potential pests) for the area under assessment

Initl. Enter the name of the pest
Arundo donax

Init2. Indicate the taxonomic position and synonyms
Preferred name: Arundo donax Linnaeus

Common names: UTaJHaHcKa TpbCTHKa [bg], canya [ca], canya comuna [ca], Pfahlrohr [de],
Pfeilrohr [de], Riesenschilf [de], spanisches Rohr [de], gewohnliches Pfahlrohr [de],
italienisches Pfahlrohr [de], Riesenpfahlrohr [de], kelaut [el], bamboo reed [en], giant reed
[en], carizo [es], cafia comun [es], cafa de Castilla [es], cafia india [es], cafaveral [es], cafia
[es], cafia gigante [es], cafiizo [es], kanabera [eu], canne de Provence [fr], roseau canne [fr],
grand roseau [fr], roseau a quenouilles [fr], arondo donax [fr], cannevelle [fr], quenouille [fr],
roseau de Fréjus [fr], roseau des jardins [fr], roseau donax [fr], avkaneh shachiach [he], 73pay
1°2¥ [he], obicni trst [hr], canna commune [it], canna gargana [it], canna [it], canna domestica
[it], canna gentile [it], danchiku [ja], yoshitake [ja], & >~ F % [ja], 3 & 4 [ja], =EH [ko],
mul dae [ko], pijlriet [nl], zaairiet [nl], canavera [oc], cannabére [oc], lasecznica trzcinowata
[pl], cana [pt], cana-comum [pt], cana-de-roca [pt], canamilha [pt], canas [pt], cana-vieira [pt],
caninha [pt], cano-do-reino [pt], trestie italiand [ro], apyHI0 TPOCTHUKOBBIN [ru], TPOCTHUK
ruranTckui [ru], trst’ obrovska [sk], navadna kanela [sl], kallami [sq], utanujancka Tpcka [sr],
karg [tr], 1a zha [zh], BE4T [zh]

|- Plantae

|-- Magnoliophyta
|--- Angiospermae
|---- Commelinids
|----- Poales

Init3. Clearly define the area for prioritization

The EPPO region (Albania, Algeria, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Belgium, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France,
Georgia, Germany, Greece, Guernsey, Hungary, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Jersey, Jordan, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Macedonia, Malta, Moldova, Montenegro,
Morocco, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia,
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Tunisia, Tiirkiye, Ukraine, United Kingdom, Uzbekistan)

1 Using EPPO (2012) PM 5/6 EPPO prioritization process for invasive alien plants. EPPO Bulletin, 42, 463-474.
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Init4. Provide the reasons for performing this prioritization, and detail any prioritization
reports available for the assessed species.

The species was identified by the EPPO Panel on Invasive Alien plants through a horizon
scanning exercise for assessment. It was agreed that the species will be prioritized in 2024/25.

A.1. Is the plant species known to be alien in all, or a significant part, of the area under
assessment?

Yes
The species is native to eastern Asia.

A.2. Is the plant species established in at least a part of the area under assessment?

Yes, use the justification tab to describe the area where the species is established, and the area of
potential establishment, considering major factors such as climatic conditions and soil conditions.

The species is established in most EPPO countries and being cultivated for thousands of years
throughout Asia (native), southern Europe, northern Africa and the Middle East (McWilliams,
2004; Hardion et al., 2014).

A.5. How high is the spread potential of the plant in the area under assessment?

High

Arundo donax does not produce viable seeds in most areas where it is apparently well-
adapted. The species is traded and can escape from commercial plantations and horticultural
propagation.

Population expansion thus occurs almost exclusively through vegetative reproduction in most
reported cases, either from underground rhizome extension of a colony or from plant fragments
carried downstream, to become rooted and form new clones (Else, 1996).

Long distance dispersal can occur when propagules are transferred throughout a river catchment.

A.6. How high is the potential negative impact of the plant on native species, habitats and
ecosystems in the area under assessment?

List natural and semi-natural habitats where the species is known to occur based on the EUNIS
habitat categorization (http://eunis.eea.europa.cu/habitats-code-browser.jsp),

High

The species is expanding rapidly along riparian habitats in Mediterranean-climate habitats where
it can have negative impacts on native plants. Riparian habitats are extremely endangered and are
prone to invasion by Arundo donax. The species can grow rapidly and form mono-specific stands
that alter the habitat structure. Dense Arundo donax stands negatively impact fauna (birds, fish,
frogs, mammals etc.) through a reduction in food resources, alteration in structure for nesting,
and the creation of a physical barrier for movement within and through riparian habitats to upland
areas. Widespread species in the Mediterranean, invasive in Spain, Portugal, Malta, Greece, also
in southern California (USA).

A.7. How high is the potential negative impact of the plant on agriculture, horticulture or
forestry in the area under assessment?

The habitats and the situations in which the species has negative impact on agriculture,
horticulture or forestry should be listed. It includes EUNIS habitats
(http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/habitats-code-browser.jsp).
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Medium

Arundo donax is not usually a weed of crops. However, it has been reported as invasive in pastures
and croplands (Yahaya et al., 2014). It can also block drainage channels and different waterways.

A.8. How high are the potential additional impacts (e.g. on animal and human health, on
infrastructures, on recreational activities, other trade related impacts such as market
losses)?

Low

Can have a negative impact on recreational activities like fishing, swimming or rowing.

Conclusion.
e The answer provided to question A.5 on the spread potential of the species assessed
was: High

e The answer provided to question A.6 on negative impact on native species, habitats and
ecosystems was: High

e The answer provided to question A.7 on negative impact on agriculture, horticulture or
forestry was: Medium

e The answer provided to question A.8 on additional impacts was: Low

According to the ratings provided, the assessed species falls into the:
List of Invasive Alien Plants

The assessment stops here. The Panel on Invasive Alien Plants consider the species is too
widespread to be considered for a PRA.

Section B - Prioritization process scheme for the identification of invasive alien plants for
which a PRA is needed

B.1. Is the plant species internationally traded or are there other existing or potential
international pathways?

B.2. Is the risk of introduction by these international pathways identified to be superior to
natural spread?

B.3. Does the plant species still have a significant area suitable for further spread in the area
under assessment?
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