DROPSA, December 2016

This short description was prepared in the framework of the EU FP7 project DROPSA - Strategies
to develop effective, innovative and practical approaches to protect major European fruit crops from
pests and pathogens (grant agreement no. 613678). This pest was listed in the DROPSA alert lists
for Vaccinium and apple fruits.

Aegorhinus superciliosus (Coleoptera: Curculionidae)
Fruit pathway: adults feed on fruit (Parra et al., 2009).
Other pathways: plants for planting, soil; adults also feed on shoots, buds and leaves, larvae feed on
plant collars and roots, and pupate in plant collars, eggs are laid at the plant collar or in the soil (Parra
et al., 2009; Biosecurity Australia, 2011).
Hosts: Polyphagous on a wide range of hosts, incl. Vaccinium corymbosum, Rubus idaeus, Fragaria x
ananassa, Ribes uva-crispa, Rubus, Ribes, Malus domestica, Corylus avellana, Nothofagus (Koch and
Waterhouse, 2000), Cydonia oblonga, Salix viminalis, Prunus salicina (Parra et al., 2009).
Distribution: South America: Argentina, Chile (Koch and Waterhouse 2000, Ellena et al. 2014, Parra
et al. 2009).
Damage: The primary cause of damage to crops is through larvae feeding on roots, which can result in
plant death; adults cause damage to shoots, buds, leaves and fruit (in severe cases, plants are
defoliated, sometimes leading to plant death) (Parra et al. 2009; Biosecurity Australia, 2011). A.
superciliosus is mentioned as the most important pest of raspberry and blueberry in the South of Chile
(Mutis et al., 2010). It is also a pest on currant, strawberry (Aguilera, no date; Parra et al., 2009),
hazelnut (Ellena et al., 2014), fruit crops, berries, gooseberries (Biosecurity Australia, 2011, citing
others). In apples control is occasionally required (Parra et al. 2009). A. superciliosus has passed from
its native hosts to exotic crops (Parra et al., 2009).
Other information: The pest is listed in EU Commission Decision 2003/249/EC of 9 April 2003
authorising Member States to provide for temporary derogations from certain provisions of Council
Directive 2000/29/EC in respect of plants of strawberry (Fragaria L.), intended for planting, other
than seeds, originating in Chile (EUR-Lex 2015). A. superciliosus is regulated in Australia for
dormant rooted cuttings of hazelnut (Biosecurity Australia 2011).
Recorded impact: High (on
Vaccinium)

Intercepted: Not known

Spreading/invasive: Not
known
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