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This short description was prepared in the framework of the EU FP7 project DROPSA - Strategies to 

develop effective, innovative and practical approaches to protect major European fruit crops from 

pests and pathogens (grant agreement no. 613678). This pest was listed in the DROPSA alert list for 

Vaccinium fruit. 

 

Acleris minuta (Lepidoptera: Tortricidae) 

Fruit pathway: larvae feed superficially on berries (Averill and Sylvia, 1998, for cranberry). 

Other pathways: plants for planting, cut branches; larvae feed on leaves, web leaves together or fold 

single leaves; eggs on bark or leaves (Gilligan and Epstein, 2014; Averill and Sylvia, 1998; OSU, no 

date). 

Hosts: Polyphagous, incl. Vaccinium macrocarpon, Malus domestica (CABI CPC), Calluna, Kalmia 

angustifolia, Kalmia, Vaccinium, Myrica gale, Malus pumila, Malus, Prunus (as peach, plum), Pyrus, 

Salix (Brown et al., 2008). 

Distribution: North America: USA, Canada (Brown, 2008; OSU, no date). Brown et al. (2008) also 

mentions Europe, based on Benander (1934), which probably relates to Sweden. No record was found 

for Sweden or any European countries; in particular, the pest is not in de Jong et al. (2014 – Fauna 

Europaea). 

Damage: Total defoliation is mentioned in Brown (2008). Several publications tend to point to damage 

only in the past (on apple, plum, cranberry in Gilligan and Epstein, 2014; on huckleberry, blueberry in 

Averill and Sylvia, 1998). 

Recorded impact: Moderate 

(in the past) 

Intercepted: Not known Spreading/invasive: Not 

known 
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