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Reasons for deletion: 
During the PRA (00-8414) it was concluded that due to rapid and natural spread of Cameraria 
ohridella, no practical phytosanitary measures could be taken. In 2001, the pest was therefore 
removed from the EPPO Alert List. 

 
 
Cameraria ohridella (Lepidoptera: Lithocolletidae) - horse chestnut leafminer 
Why C. ohridella came to our attention because of its current spread in European 

countries. 
Where First described as a new species in the Republic of Macedonia in 1985, it then 

spread to many other European countries. Albania, Austria (1989), Belgium 
(2000), Bosnia & Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia (1995), Czechia (south Moravia, 
1993; Bohemia, 1994), France (2000), Italy (north, 1992), Germany (south, 1994; 
Nordrhein, 1998), Hungary (1994), Netherlands (1999), Poland (1998), Romania, 
Slovenia (1995), Slovakia (1996), Switzerland (1999), Yugoslavia. 

On which plants horse chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum) 
Damage Mines in the leaves. Heavy infestations lead to brown discoloration and death of 

the leaves, and finally defoliation of the tree. 
Note Passive spread on vehicles is reported to be the most efficient mode of 

dissemination of the pest over long distances. 
Pathway Plants for planting (cut branches?) of A. hippocastanum. 
Possible risks Horse chestnut is an important amenity tree throughout Europe. Cameraria 

ohridella has obviously a great potential for spread but the insect does not 
usually cause tree mortality. Possibilities for control appear limited. 
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