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Mini data sheet on Chrysodeixis eriosoma
Added in 2000 – Deleted in 2007
Reasons for deletion:
Chrysodeixis eriosoma has been included in EPPO Alert List for more than 3 years and during this
period no particular international action was requested by the EPPO member countries. In 2007, it
was therefore considered that sufficient alert has been given and the pest was deleted from the
Alert List.

Chrysodeixis eriosoma (Lepidoptera: Noctuidae) - Green semi-looper
Why
The NPPO of UK suggested that Chrysodeixis eriosoma (synonyms: Plusia
eriosoma, Phytometra eriosoma) could be added to the EPPO Alert List. This pest
has been intercepted by UK on Tibouchina cuttings imported from Australia.
Where
The species occurs throughout the tropical and subtropical regions of eastern
Asia and the Pacific islands as well as in Australia and New Zealand.
EPPO region: Germany (in 2002, larvae were found in a park on imported plants,
in Sachsen Anhalt). Intercepted by UK on Tibouchina cuttings imported from
Australia. Also intercepted in 2001 by Israel on cut flowers of orchids imported
from the Netherlands.
Asia: Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, China (Fujian, Guangdong), India (Assam,
Delhi, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh), Indonesia, Japan, Korea,
Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Vietnam. Bin-Chen Zhang
mentions its presence in Russia and Turkmenistan.
North America: USA (Hawaii).
Oceania: Australia (New South Wales, Northern Territory, Queensland,
Tasmania), Fiji, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Tonga.
On which plants Larvae are highly polyphagous and feed on foliage and fruit of many field and
vegetable crops, ornamentals and weeds. Its wide host range includes: chickpeas
(Cicer arietinum), lucerne (Medicago sativa), maize (Zea mays), potato (Solanum
tuberosum), sunflower (Helianthus annuus), soybean (Glycine max), tobacco
(Nicotiana tabacum) - beans (Phaseolus vulgaris,) cabbages (Brassica oleracea),
cucurbits (Curcurbita pepo, Cucumis sativus), peas (Pisum sativum), tomato
(Lycopersicon esculentum) - many ornamentals, e.g Coleus, chrysanthemums,
dahlia, freesia, pelargonium, Tibouchina.
Damage
Eggs are laid on the underside of leaves. Damage is done by the larvae. They
feed on the underside of the leaf, making windows between the veins (young
larvae leave the upper leaf cuticle and later instars make ragged holes). On
tomato, larvae can chew into green fruits and can excavate legume pods. Adults
feed on flower nectar. In heavy infestations, plants can be completely
defoliated. Caterpillars spin a silken cocoon attached to the underside of a leaf,
and the brown pupa forms within this structure. In Australia, C. eriosoma is
considered as a sporadic pest of horticultural crops. In New Zealand, its
occurrence is sporadic south of Christchurch, but is common from Blenheim
(latitude 42°S) northwards in all horticultural areas. Data is lacking on actual
crop losses, as it seems that defoliation does not always induce yield losses
(although situation may be different when fruits or ornamentals are attacked).
Dissemination
Adults are good flyers. Eggs, larvae and pupae of C. eriosoma can all be carried
on leaves of host plants.
Note
C. eriosoma is closely related to the Palaearctic species C. chalcites which occurs
in several European countries. The relationships and status of these two species
still need to be clarified. C. chalcites is a pest of moderate importance in
Europe.
Pathway
Plants for planting, fruits and vegetables, cut flowers and branches of host plants
from countries where C. eriosoma occurs.
Possible risks
Many C. eriosoma host plants are widely grown in the EPPO region and are major
crops. Climate matching studies done in UK showed that it could probably
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establish outdoors in many parts of the EPPO region. C. eriosoma could also be a
threat to glasshouse crops (e.g. cucumbers, tomatoes and many ornamentals).
Control methods (chemical and biological) are available.
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