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Reasons for deletion:

Zucchini lethal chlorosis tospovirus has been included in EPPO Alert List for more than 3 years and
during this period no particular international action was requested by the EPPO member countries.
In 2003, it was therefore considered that sufficient alert has been given and the pest was deleted
from the Alert List.

Zucchini lethal chlorosis tospovirus (a new tospovirus of courgette and cucumber)

Why Zucchini lethal chlorosis tospovirus came to our attention because it was
recently reported as causing a new and severe disease of courgette in Brazil,
which can also affect cucumber.

Where Brazil (Séo Paulo State, Federal District). It is reported to occur in central areas
of Brazil but without further details.

On which plants  First reported on courgette (Cucurbita pepo) and cucumber (Cucumis sativus).
During a 1997-99 survey done in Sao Paulo State, the virus was detected in the
following species: Cucurbita moschata, C. moschata x C. maxima, C. pepo,
Cucumis anguria, C. sativus, Citrullus lanatus, Sechium edule and Cayaponia
tibiricae (a wild species).

Damage Infected courgettes showed symptoms of stunting and high yield losses of
marketable fruits. Plants infected before flowering usually died within a few
days. Plant infected after flowering showed similar symptoms, do not die but do
not yield marketable fruits. Affected cucumbers showed yellowing, mottling and
vein banding on the leaves (mortality is apparently not reported on this host).

Transmission A new thrips species, Frankliniella zucchini, has been described and identified as
a vector. The virus is not transmitted by Frankliniella occidentalis, F. schultzei
and Thrips tabaci.

Pathway Infected cucurbit plants from Brazil (vegetables?).

Possible risks Courgettes, cucumbers and other cucurbits are important crops in the EPPO
region. Symptoms are severe on courgettes, as plant mortality and high yield
reduction is observed. However, more data is needed on the host range and
epidemiology of the disease. So far, the vector Frankliniella zucchini has never

been reported in the EPPO region.
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